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The event kicked off with 
an annual interfaith prayer 
gathering in front of the Gal-
lup Cultural Center that drew 
about 75 people. Led by mem-
bers of the McKinley Worker 
Justice Coalition, the group 
marched to the city recreation 
center, where a larger crowd 
was gathering. The marchers 
were accompanied by police 
and re department escorts 
and followed by a city bus and 
garbage truck – symbols of 
the Civil Rights Movement’s 
battles for equality.

While waiting for the pro-
gram to begin, local Catholic 
Sister Marie Rachelle Cruz 
talked about her participation. 
Cruz, originally from the 
Philippines, read the Christian 
prayer during the interfaith 
prayer gathering.

“I really relate to the 
legacy of Martin Luther 
King – peace and justice and 
nonviolence and equal rights,” 
Cruz said, explaining that as 
a member of the Daughters of 
Charity, her religious vocation 
is to serve the poor and those 
in need of justice and equality.

Civil rights  
memories

Jijon, the rst speaker, 
explained she grew up as a 
white student in predominate-
ly black schools, and she grew 
up within the Jewish faith tra-
dition “where we are taught to 
always remember our teachers 
and to believe in the power 
of sacred stories.” After King 
was assassinated, she said, 
the country was gripped with 
both grief and fear.

Jijon said she went to 
school the next morning and 
experienced an amazing day 
created by compassionate 

teachers who – in the midst of 
a national tragedy – grasped 
that teachable moment and 
spent the day supporting and 
comforting their students.

“And the seed was planted, 
from that day forward I knew 
I had to become an educator,” 
Jijon said, explaining she has 
spent more than 40 years as a 
teacher, mostly in the eld of 
adult education where many 
of the students come from the 
margins of society.

Rogers shared his civil 
rights era memories of being 
a Midwestern college student 
who volunteered to conduct a 
survey in a black community 
in Mississippi.

“When you come down 
and you cross the Mississippi 
River into Mississippi, the po-
lice will be waiting for you,” 
Rogers recalled volunteers 
being warned. They were told 

not to bring pocket knives or 
have bottles in their car, and 
they were instructed to stop at 
every railroad crossing so po-
lice wouldn’t have an excuse 
to stop them.

As Rogers and three fellow 
volunteers drove across the 
state border, the police were 
indeed waiting. And when the 
group arrived at their host’s 
home later that evening, they 
learned the house had been 

rebombed in the past.
“I had a hard time falling 

asleep,” Rogers said. “This 
was America, the land of free-
dom? So I was in shock.”

As he conducted his survey 
work, Rogers said, family 
after family showed him the 
bullet holes in their homes 
where white teenagers had 
conducted “target practice 
shooting” in black neighbor-
hoods.

Drum major  
of justice

Frazier shared her memo-
ries of growing up in segre-
gated New Orleans, where she 
and her siblings attended all 
black schools, studied with 
battered textbooks handed 
down from white schools, 
rode in the back of public bus-
es and sat on the black side of 
her family’s Catholic church.

“That was the most Deep 
South you can get as far as 
racism,” she said of her child-
hood.

“Dr. King wanted us as 
children at those days to be 
able to have the same privileg-
es as the white students did,” 
Frazier said, adding she went 
on to become the rst member 
of her family to attend an 
integrated school.

Frazier urged the audience 

to honor King’s legacy in their 
own lives.

“Just continue to live the 
life that you’re living and 
treating each other as you 
want to be treated yourself,” 
she said. “We’re all human, 
and we’re to love each other 
as God loved us.”

Davis, a native of Georgia, 
offered the crowd a rous-
ing speech in the tradition 
of King and other Afri-
can-American preachers and 
civil rights leaders. He began 
by describing King as “one 
of the greatest drum majors 
of justice the world has ever 
known.”

Noting President Donald 
Trump’s history of “racial 
behavior” and the “crazy and 
ignorant things that come out 
of his mouth,” Davis told the 
audience, “We still have a 

ght to ght.”
“Whenever you see racism 

or prejudice rear its head, 
don’t step back,” Davis said. 
“Don’t be afraid. Confront it. 
The only way evil can stand is 
when good people step back 
and say nothing.”

After concluding his 
remarks, Davis led the crowd 
in singing “We Shall Over-
come,” an anthem of the civil 
rights movement.

Ettie Anderson, a Gallup 
resident formally from Saw-
mill, Arizona, held a strang-
er’s hand and joined in the 
singing. Afterward, Anderson 
said it was the rst time she 
had attended the MLK event, 
but she came because of 
her frustration with current 
American politics and govern-
ment.

“We have to make a 
change, make a difference,” 
she said of her motivation.

Anderson said she was 
glad she attended, adding, “It 
was a really positive message 
that they shared.”

Cayla Nimmo/For the Independent

A group of about 50 people cross Miyamura bridge as they marched from the cultural cen-
ter to Larry Brian Mitchell Recreation Center Monday for Martin Luther King Day.

MLK memories

Native rights
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about King and his work, which also 
included Native Americans, and to 
vote.

Her daughter, 2017-18 Miss Indian 
Ceremonial Zunneh-bah Arrietta 
Martin, recalled the words of King 
that recognized the “original Amer-
icans.”

When King wrote about the origins 
of racism in the United States in his 
1963 book, “Why We Can’t Wait,” he 
stated, “Our nation was born in geno-
cide when it embraced the doctrine 
that the original American, the Indian, 
was an inferior race.

“Even before there were large 
numbers of Negroes on our shores, 
the scar of racial hatred had already 
dis gured colonial society,” he stated. 
“From the sixteenth century forward, 
blood owed in battles of racial 
supremacy.

“We are perhaps the only nation 
which tried as a matter of national pol-

icy to wipe out its Indigenous popula-
tion. Moreover, we elevated that tragic 
experience into a noble crusade.

“Indeed, even today we have not 
permitted ourselves to reject or feel 
remorse for this shameful episode,” he 
stated. “Our literature, our lms, our 
drama, our folklore all exalt it.”

 Indigenous rights
Sunshine Martin said it wasn’t until 

1924 that Native Americans became 
U.S. citizens. It was during this time 
when Native Americans could leave 
their reservations and legally vote.

She said 1934 was when tribal 
lands were protected from U.S. sei-
zures and the U.S. recognized tribal 
governments.

Sunshine Martin noted that it 
wasn’t until 1965 that Native Amer-
icans were legally allowed to vote in 
all 50 states, which in 1965 was when 
Congress passed the Voting Rights 
Act.

She added that Native Ameri-
cans weren’t granted full freedom of 
speech, and the rights to assemble and 
to have a fair trial until 1968, which 
meant Natives could establish their 
own newspapers, protest, and express 
themselves without being thrown in 
jail.

Native Americans weren’t grant-
ed full religious freedom until 1978. 
Which is when the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act was passed, 
Sunshine Martin recalled.

She said before 1978, Native 
Americans had to hid to have their 
ceremonies.

And she said it wasn’t until 1978, 
when the Indian Child Welfare Act 
was passed, that the legal kidnapping 
of Native American from their fami-
lies was prohibited.

Sunshine Martin graduated from 
Tohatchi High School in 1990, which 
was when Native Americans were 
given the right to speak their language 
in schools.

She said she tells her daughters that 
they are so fortunate to be taught the 
Diné language in their schools.

But she said Native Americans 
are still ghting for their sovereignty 
rights and treaty rights, which in-
cludes protecting their water, hunting 
and shing rights, animals, the air, 
and their homelands.

Carol Willeto, of Fort De ance, 
who is Diné and Lakota, said she and 
her family traveled to North Dakota 
to support the efforts of the Standing 
Rock Lakota Sioux to protect the 
water.

Willeto shared a poem that her 
daughter, Jacinda Willeto, 24, wrote 
about the young indigenous water pro-
tectors: “We are not people’s trauma 
or our own. We are not de ned by our 
struggles or the despair that comes 
with it.

“We are the healing hands. We are 
the breath from the wind. We are the 
wild dreamers. We are the resistance. 
We will survive and overcome.”
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Municipal judgeWoman killed

munity is very important. As a 
community member and you, 
as our leaders of the city, need 
to ensure the wages are distrib-
uted fairly to all employees and 
elected of cials without our 
community.”

Councilor Michael Lewis 
wanted to know whether the 
municipal judge’s position is 
considered a full-time job.

“I think they only have to 
work 30 hours a week, and 
that’s about what we’re get-
ting,” City Manager Laura Ja-
ramillo said.

Mayor Martin “Modey” 
Hicks asked whether Gonzales 
knew what the median house-
hold income is for the city of 
Grants. 

Gonzales said she had not 
gotten that far into the num-
bers but added that she “darn 
well couldn’t make it” on the 
judge’s salary while paying 
rent or a house payment, with-
out supplement income. 

“If you’re a single man, and 
the only one there paying bills, 
it’s very hard for a single man 
to do it; and if he has a wife 
that’s a stay-at-home mom, 
same thing. And then you add 
kids to that. Same thing if it 
was a woman. It would be very 
hard to make it on that kind of 
pay,” she said.

Court clerk raises
Municipal Court Judge 

Elise Larson told the City 
Council in June that she 
had saved the city of Grants 
$20,000 in 2017 by not spend-
ing all of her operating budget. 
She added that she would like 
to see that money rolled over 
into $1-per-hour raises for her 
court clerks.

Larson referred to a New 
Mexico Supreme Court ruling, 
which indicates that municipal 
court judges have the authority 
to hire, supervise, compensate 
and discharge employees of 
the municipal court, including 
a court administrator; and that 
municipal court employees do 
not fall within the provisions 
of the city merit system ordi-
nance. The ruling also states 
that municipal court judges 
have the authority to present 
budget requests to council 
without interference from the 
executive branch, she said.

“The Supreme Court case 
goes on to indicate that per-
sonnel directly employed by 
municipal courts cannot con-
stitutionally be included in the 
general merit system or ordi-
nance, and that such would 
constitute the invasion of the 
independence of the judicia-
ry,” Larson said.

“That’s what the New Mex-
ico Supreme Court has ruled,” 

she said. “I’m not trying to 
come in and say, ‘I want this, 
and I want that.’ What I am try-
ing to do is bring to your atten-
tion that for this year alone, the 
court was budgeted $64,000 
for general operating expenses. 
Right now, to date, I am only at 
$44,000. I have saved the city 
$20,000. Last year I was under 
budget in my general operating 
expenses by $16,000.”

Larson said she had not ex-
ceeded the budget in the past 
7½ years that she has served as 
municipal judge.

Testing the limits
Larson will face Michael 

Oelcher in the March election.
Larson told the City Coun-

cil in November that although 
language in the Grants city 
charter limits elected of cials 
to two four-year terms, the 
state Court of Appeals has 
declared that term limits on 
elected of cials in the state of 
New Mexico are unconstitu-
tional.

Larson recommended the 
City Council amend the char-
ter so it is in compliance with 
the state Constitution. She 
said she realized the city char-
ter went out to the public for a 
vote and that the public want-
ed term limits, but added that 
to her, that raised a question.

“Why did we put a city 
charter out to be voted on by 
the public that was unconsti-
tutional to begin with?” she 
asked. “Now that we know 
under the Constitution and the 
Court of Appeals that it’s un-
constitutional, I think that we 
have a responsibility to ensure 
that the city charter that we 
uphold is in compliance.”

Jaramillo said she led the 
committee, which worked on 
the city’s charter about 1 1/2 
years ago, and the committee 
was adamant that they wanted 
term limits. 

“They also felt that the 
community wanted term lim-
its based on the way they voted 
on several of our individuals 
who ran for a third term and 
did not make it in. So we dis-
cussed it and the committee 
wanted to keep term limits in 
there,” Jaramillo said.

“As a leader of that com-
mittee,” Larson asked Jaramil-
lo, “how is it that you felt that 
it was OK to make your own 
language?”

Jaramillo said the charter 
is supposed to re ect what the 
city’s citizens want. “Based on 
we’re a home rule community, 
that gives us a little more lee-
way than other communities,” 
Jaramillo said.

Hicks said Monday that 
Larson has been certi ed as a 
candidate for the March elec-
tion.

his house and he refused to put down 
his knife, they used a Taser on him and 
took him into custody. As he was being 

own to Flagstaff, Arizona, for medi-
cal treatment, of cers said they noticed 
several large cuts on his arms and legs.

They then continued their search 
and found the body of a woman. She 
was lying on her stomach with a lot of 
blood in her hair and on her face. They 
could nd no indication that she had 
been stabbed or cut, but they noted that 
her head was deformed.

The next day, FBI agents went to 
the medical center in Flagstaff to in-
terview Jackson, but he would not say 

anything. They eventually came back, 
and on the second visit he verbally 
agreed to be interviewed.

Jackson’s account
He told them that during the day, he 

and the victim, who was identi ed as 
A.N. in court records, had been drink-
ing near his house and had consumed 
about half a gallon of liquor.

“While walking, Jackson recalled 
picking up a rock about the size of a 
plate,” court records stated. He said he 
didn’t recall what he did with the rock 
but he “thought” he struck the victim 
with it.

He said the victim continued to 

walk a few steps but then collapsed to 
the ground and began making gurgling 
sounds and then died. He said he felt 
responsible for her death “because he 
was the only one around with her.”

He said he didn’t recall what he did 
with the rock but he did remember at-
tempting to kill himself.

When he woke up sometime later, 
he went back to his house and began 
drinking again. He eventually returned 
to where the victim’s body was lying 
on the ground and he said he tried 
again to kill himself.

The phone call
He said he didn’t want to leave the 

victim’s body lying on the ground so 
he called his cousin and told him that 
he had killed his girlfriend.

When of cers found him, Jackson 
said he was hoping they would shoot 
him. Once he realized he was not going 
to be shot, he said he decided to comply 
with their commands.

He told FBI agents he and the victim 
had been in a relationship for about two 
years and had lived together for about 
a year. He admitted to physically abus-
ing her in the past with his hands and 
feet.

Since his arrest, he has been in the 
custody of the U.S. Marshals Service 
after a federal magistrate judge ruled 
that he was a danger to his community.
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Night sky

Budding  
astronomers

It wouldn’t be surprising if 
students from Debbie Tomac’s 
class at Mesa View Elementa-
ry attended. Tomac said she 
would be notifying parents 
of the event, as she has in the 
past. The fourth-grade teacher 
completed professional devel-
opment programs with NASA 
in the past and, as a result, 
procured moon rock samples 
for students to examine last 
year. She has often arranged to 
meet students at the viewing, 
calling it a Sky Party.

“The program the mon-
uments are offering is awe-
some!” Tomac said. “It’s a 
night with their families, it’s 
educational, they learn about 
the stars, planets and it’s all 
part of their curriculum. I of-
fer my students extra credit for 
it. The moon is the amazing 
thing for them. They love the 
moon, it’s awesome to them.”

Retired educator and regu-
lar science fair volunteer Mary 
Savachek spoke about the ben-
e ts for students.

“It’s wonderful,” she said. 
“We need as many activities 
as we can get for our young 
people and students. If they’ve 
never done it before you have 
to introduce it to them rst be-
fore they can get interested.”

El Malpais Visitor Center 
is located at 1900 E. Santa Fe 
Ave. The talk will begin at 
6:30 p.m., with the telescope 
viewing to follow. Visitors are 
encouraged to dress in warm 
clothing and bring red-bulbed 

ashlights. Red lights help to 
preserve night vision and helps 
people stay adapted to a dark 
setting.

The Western National Parks 
Association park store will be 
open. The telescopes are pur-
chased through donations to 
the park and from purchases in 
the park store. Monument staff 
remarked that using the tele-
scopes is weather dependent. 
A portion of activities may 
be cancelled due to adverse 
weather conditions. A Night 
Sky program is also planned 
for Feb. 17. More details for 
that viewing will be released 
as the date approaches.

Information:  
505-876-2783
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County assessor

it in four pieces, going by di-
rections,” Becenti said. “When 
we do re-evals, we start with 
the county rst.”

Becenti said that sometimes 
property owners will deny en-
try to county assessors.

“Sometimes we’re not al-
lowed, gates are locked, and 
sometimes people just tell us, 
‘no,’ which they have every 
right to do so,” Becenti said.

Property owners can re-
fuse to grant assessors entry; 
however, assessors can take 
photographs of the property 
either from an aerial view, and 
from the street, which is public 
property.

“We sometimes, have to go 

to those lengths just so we can 
get an idea of the value of the 
property,” Becenti said.

Changes affect value
When Becenti and his fel-

low assessors evaluate prop-
erty value they look for any 
additions, extensions, renova-
tions and any major changes.

“We’re looking for new 
garages, extensions, sheds, 
shacks, barns, additions, car 
ports, new construction – all 
of that adds more value to the 
property,” Becenti said.

“To get the best value, 
our assessors need to see the 
outside and the inside of the 
property,” County Attorney 
Doug Decker said. “However, 

because the assessors still are 
obligated to assess the value of 
the property, they can still le-
gitimately take these external 
aerial shots and photographs 
from the street.”

Additions
County assessors are obli-

gated to get a fair estimate of 
the gross square footage of the 
property, and whether they get 
in or not, they still have that ob-
ligation to fairly assess the prop-
erty to the best of their ability.

Chief Appraiser Frank Tru-
jillo said that when it comes to 
the paving of driveways, park-
ing lots, etc., the property val-
ue is only affected when it is a 
commercial property.

“Residential properties, we 
don’t consider any paving into 
the value,” Trujillo said. “New 
construction, depending on 
the type of construction that 
has taken place, will always up 
the value of the property. And, 
we also consider how much 
square footage was added.”

Suspension  
of the minimum  
tax penalty

“The suspension of the 
minimum tax penalty is both a 
bene t to the county expend-
ing of ce resources and it’s a 
bene t to some tax payers,” 
Decker said. “We suspend the 
minimum tax penalty each 

year because there are many 
tax payers who pay late.”

The tax code has a mini-
mum tax penalty which, by 
statute, is $5, for delinquent 
property taxes.

“So a taxpayer who is late 
on their payment, if we did 
not suspend the minimum tax 
penalty, would be paying $5 
a month on that penalty, now, 
they will only be paying 1 per-
cent of what they owe.” Deck-
er said. “And, a lot of times, 
that 1 percent is less than $5. 
This saves the county mon-
ey by suspending the penalty 
because it costs us more to en-
force the penalty. It saves our 
county treasurer the pain of 
doing it all by hand. Now, our 
computer just spits it out.”

Continued from Page 1
Winter 
Shelter

If you see a person 
down and out or if 
somebody needs 
shelter for the 

night, please call 
Metro Dispatch:

505-722-2002
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