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Partly sunny

49°/12°
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Basketball 
roundup

Newcomb wins big, Sports Page 1

 By Kathy Helms
Cibola County Bureau
cibola@gallupindependent.com 

 GRANTS —   The position of mu-
nicipal judge has not received a pay 
increase in the past four years and can 
only be increased during an election 
year, according to the city of Grants 
charter.

Given that the election is March 6, 
local citizen Sylvia Gonzales told the 
Grants City Council during its Jan. 8 
meeting that she was requesting con-
sideration for an in-
crease in the munic-
ipal judge’s pay to 
compensate cost of 
living and to ensure 
the city attracts the 
most quali  ed indi-
viduals to serve in 
that capacity.

“The median 
household income 
in New Mexico was 
$46,748 in 2016. 
Our judge, who is 
responsible for public safety and mak-
ing decisions that impact the lives of 
all those who go before the court, is 
paid $11,748 below our state median in-
come,” Gonzales said. “The municipal 
judge’s salary has been below the state’s 
median household income for the past 
12 years.

“Even granting an increase of 11.4 
percent, setting the judge’s annual salary 
at $39,970 would maintain the municipal 
judge’s salary at $6,778 below our state 
median household income,” Gonzales 
said. “The court’s role within this com-
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By Dana Martinez
Cibola County Bureau
cibola2@gallupindependent.com 

 GRANTS —   El Malpais National 
Monument is planning their first Win-
ter Night Sky Program of 2018 for Sat-
urday.

El Malpais and El Morro national 
monuments are hosting an educational 
program focusing on the night sky at 
El Malpais Visitor Center. The events 
are hosted once a month throughout 
winter.

A National Park Service ranger 
will  rst give a presentation about 
how we can celebrate the new year 
and new beginnings through El Mal-
pais pristine night sky and how begin-
ning anew is represented in night sky 
objects.

Afterward there will be a feast for 
the eyes. Rangers will share views 
from the park’s telescopes. Park In-
terpretive Ranger Cassie Branstetter 
mentioned that they will be using the 
telescopes to look at a wide variety of 
objects.

Branstetter said that many people 
are surprised by the darkness of the sky 
considering how close the center is to 
Grants. There is virtually no light pol-
lution, so it’s been a perfect place to use 
the telescopes. The moon will be in a 
waxing crescent phase on the date of 
the viewing.

Branstetter said almost 30 people 
attended the last viewing night. It is 
a unique opportunity for people of all 
ages considering that the price range of 
telescopes is between $200 and $1,200.
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 By Bill Donovan
Independent correspondent
cops@gallupindependent.com 

    TEESTO, Ariz. – For almost a day 
after his girlfriend died of blunt force 
trauma, Giordano Jackson tried to kill 
himself.

Later, he called a distant relative 
who worked at the Navajo Police De-
partment and told him he had killed his 
girlfriend.

When police arrived at his residence, 
they could not  nd him, but a search of 
the area soon revealed his whereabouts. 
Jackson confronted them with a knife 
in his hand and refused multiple com-
mands to put it down, expecting, he said 
later, they would be forced to shoot and 
kill him.

But that failed, and Jackson is now 
looking at going to trial in an Arizo-
na federal district court March 6 on 
charges of murder in the  rst degree 
and assaulting a federal of  cer with a 
deadly weapon.

Court records  led in this case over 
the past four months have failed to 
come up with a motive for the killing, 
but they have provided details of what 
happened Sept. 1 at a residence near 
Teesto, a small Navajo Nation commu-
nity north of Winslow, Arizona.

The tribal police  rst learned of the 
killing Sept. 2 when Jackson made a 
phone call to a distant cousin who was 
a police of  cer. e told him he had 
“messed up” and the of  cer thought he 
was referring to a recent DWI arrest. 
But Jackson said he had killed his girl-
friend and then hung up his phone.

When police  nally found him near 
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 By Christina Tsosie
Staff writer
county@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   The McKinley Coun-
ty Assessor’s Office is currently in the 
process of reviewing property within 
the county.

“Basically, we are under orders from 
the state out of Santa Few to re-evalu-
ate and to reassess all property from the 
county, it’s state statute,” Chief Deputy 
Assessor Charles Becenti said. “We are 
constantly being watched by the state to 
ensure that we are doing our job by the 
book, and then they grade us. We would 
not have a passing grade if we weren’t 
doing our job correctly.”

County Assessor Kathleen Arviso 
said the McKinley County Assessor’s 
Of  ce currently has an A-plus.

“That means a lot of things for our 
county, one, that we are doing our job, 
and two, we are doing it correctly,” she 
said. “And it shows that we are in com-
pliance with the state.”

Yearly assessments
Every year, the Assessor’s Of  ce 

must routinely review property values 
within the county. The county is mov-
ing to a one-year assessment cycle this 
coming year.

“We are currently on a two-year as-
sessment, but we are going to move to 
the one-year assessment this coming 
year,” Becenti said. “We are still in the 
process of doing 2017 property evalu-
ations.”

And it is strictly procedural, we do 
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 Locals share 
memories 
of MLK, 
civil rights era 
 By Elizabeth Hardin-Burrola
Independent correspondent 

 GALLUP —   The legacy of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was celebrated 
by powerful speeches from a number of 
speakers during Gallup’s annual tribute to 
King Monday.

“ e was one of my greatest teachers, 
and his in  uence on my life became a part 
of my personal sacred story that I live out 
to this day,” Gallup resident Laura Jijon 
told the crowd at the Larry Brian Mitchell 
Recreation Center.

Jijon, the director of the Adult Edu-
cation Program at the University of New 
Mexico-Gallup North Campus, and Steve 
Rogers, a retired Gallup teacher, shared 
their personal stories of King’s in  uence. 
Mona Frazier, one of the longtime orga-
nizers of the MLK Day event, and the Rev. 
Fredrick Davis, pastor of Gallup’s St. Paul 
Missionary Baptist Church, shared memo-
ries of growing up in the segregated South 
as well as King’s legacy today.
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 Tooley Brown from Veterans Helping Veterans leads 
the Pledge of Allegiance at the Martin Luther King 
Day program at the Larry Brian Mitchell Recreation 
Center Monday in Gallup. 
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 Kinya Aa Anni Ame holds a sign with a photo of Martin Luther King Jr. before the march in Gallup Monday for the hol-
iday honoring King. 

Celebrating King’s legacy

 MLK’s fight included Native rights 
 By Marley Shebala
Diné Bureau
navajo1@gallupindependent.com 

    WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – An annu-
al celebration of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. that highlighted indigenous 
rights also focused on King’s legacy of 
non-violence and love Monday.

Sunshine Martin, spokeswoman for 
the annual gathering at the Quality Inn 

and Navajo Nation Veterans Memorial 
Park, which is sponsored by the Martin 
family of Tohlakai, said the civil rights 
that King fought for are also indige-
nous rights and they are all under at-
tack by the administration of President 
Donald Trump.

Martin urged the 30 or so partici-
pants of all ages to educate themselves 

 Marley Shebala/Independent 

 Miss Indian Cermonial Zunneh-bah Martin shared the Maori greeting of 
touching foreheads and noses, which she learned from her summer student 
internship in New Zealand, during a Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at the 
Navajo Nation Veterans Memorial Park in Window Rock, Arizona, Monday. 
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