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Network Engagement

Deepening Our Partnerships and Commitment to Health
Equity in New Mexico
The New Mexico Health Equity Partnership (NMHEP) is excited to announce the selection of our four core

community-based partners (Bernalillo County PLACE MATTERS, Dofia Ana PLACE MATTERS, McKinley
Community PLACE MATTERS, San Miguel Health Impact Assessment team) who are working in their respective

communities to improve health by addressing economic justice, environmental justice, labor-rights, land-
use policies, and to prioritize substance abuse treatment rather than incarceration. During 2016, the NMHEP.

core partners will hold an integral role in the Partnership and will engage in:

The development of the Health in All Policies framework and statewide policy agenda and

associated meetings and trainings (i.e. power mapping);
Planning meetings for the Statewide Health Equity Gathering;
Hosting one policy/advocacy day and attending other core partners policy/advocacy days; and

Action-oriented small group relationship building series.

Please stay tuned as additional information about our core partners will be posted on the NMHEP website.

Additionally, the NMHEP is excited to invite diverse individuals and organizations who are in agreement with

the NMHEP’s mission and vision and committed to partnership within and between organizations and
community to advance health equity in New Mexico to sign up as a NMHEP network member. Benefits
include opportunities to:
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Be part of a larger movement in New Mexico other to advance health equity;

Attend the Statewide Health Equity Gathering and connect your local health equity efforts to the
development of a Health in All Policies Framework and statewide policy agenda;

Participate in the NMHEP’s peer to peer learning community; and

Learn about the NMHEP’s events, volunteer opportunities, and efforts via our newsletter.

We are pleased to announce that Strong Families New Mexico, Chainbreaker Collective and Farm to Table New

Mexico have already signed up as NMHEP network members. We encourage you and your organization to
demonstrate your commitment to health equity in New Mexico by singing up as a network member via this

online form.

As the NMHEP deepens our partnerships and builds out our network, we are seeking nominations for the
Network Steering Committee members to support our efforts. The NMHEP’s Network Steering Committee will

consist of a small group of members, committed to supporting the NMHEP team and network carry out our
mission, vision and goals during 2016. Responsibilities will include assistance with: 1) high level strategic
guidance; 2) the development of the Health in All Policies Framework and Statewide Policy Agenda; 3)
engaging and educating decision makers to ensure health and equity is considered in decision making
processes; 4) and fundraising. Please send your nominations for the NMHEP Steering Committee to Maria
Gallegos, Engagement & Policy Strategist by December 21, 2015.

Submitted by Jessica Eva Jensen, Grants & Capacity Building Strategist

Policy & Advocacy
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Equity Summit 2015: All-In for Inclusion, Justice, and
Prosperity

“The first move from chaos isn’t order- it’s creativity...And given the means, there is no limit to what this

community can create...”- Luis Rodriguez, author

There is evidence to show that the environments we live, work, learn and play have a lifelong impact on our
health. Since we know that it is through policy and practice that decisions about our environments are made
it is imperative that we work to embed health considerations into decision-making processes across a broad

array of sectors.

As a response to the increased inequalities, inequities and injustices that our nation, state and local
communities are experiencing, comes the call to action. Across the country and in our local communities,
movements to address state violence that targets our most vulnerable communities- low income
communities of color have put issues of racial, social, environmental and economic justice on the national

agenda. We are demanding action, collaboration and meaningful change at local, state, and national levels.

The NMHEP supported a delegation of sixteen leaders, comprised of the NMHEP Team and twelve of its
statewide partners, to attend the 2015 Equity Summit (organized by Policy Link) in Los Angeles, California.
The NMHEP Delegation joined thousands of other dynamic leaders, advocates and equity stakeholders at

the Summit to take on some of the most pressing social issues of our time.
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"Our Moment" at Equity Summit 2015
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Capacity Building

NMHEP supports Health Impact Assessments to address
wage theft, restorative justice to families impacted by the
trinity testing, and underfunding of the Indian Health
Services in Santa Fe

The New Mexico Health Equity Partnership (NMHEP), Santa Fe Community Foundation (SFCF) is pleased to

announce that is awarding $105,000 in grants to support Health Impact Assessments (HIA) in rural and
native communities in New Mexico. These funds will support HIAs led by community members to ensure
that health is considered in policy decision making processes regarding 1) wage theft in McKinley County;
2) the Radiation Exposure and Compensation Act, and the 3) impacts of the Federal Indian Health Services
budget on the Santa Fe Indian Health Services.

Through the NMHEP’s HIA Technical Assistance Training Program, local technical assistance providers
located in Dofa Ana, McKinley, San Miguel, and San Juan counties will provide culturally appropriate
technical assistance to the three new HIA teams as part of their training program. The HIA efforts will serve
to strengthen the network and capacity of local HIA technical assistance providers, as well as to strengthen
the skills of community-based HIA teams to ensure health is considered in decision making processes that

impact New Mexicans. The HIAs will ultimately address inequities tied to racism and improve community
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Bernalillo County PLACE MATTERS

Bernalillo County PLACE MATTERS went through a major transition this summer—welcoming Community
Outreach and Education Coordinator Matt Cross-Guillen to the team, saying goodbye to former Program
Director Jacque Garcia who moved out of state to accomplish other ambitions, and welcoming new Program
Director James M. Aranda into the organization.

Throughout the summer and into fall 2015, the Bernalillo County PLACE MATTERS team conducted
extensive research and outreach among partners, allies, and community members throughout Bernalillo
County and greater New Mexico to continue developing the Healthy Places NM multi-media Toolkit and in-
person Training. The purpose of the toolkit is to help community members understand how land use policies
impact community health and give them the resources and information they need to organize their
communities and to engage in the decision making process to implement policies that will create healthy
communities. The team collaborated with a University of New Mexico student who helped with the team’s
Our Place Matters Social Media campaign to get the word out about PLACE MATTERS and the Healthy
Places NM Toolkit.

Throughout September, the BCPM team planned and facilitated three Healthy Places NM Toolkit
Workshops with individuals and community organizations in Bernalillo and Dofia Ana Counties to introduce
them to the Toolkit and provide training on use of the Toolkit as a resource. A total of 32 participants
attended the trainings, with over ten community organizations in total represented. Participants were given
a preview of the toolkit and were asked to give feedback to improve upon the toolkit and training. The team
is actively developing new content for the toolkit and training curriculum and will conduct five trainings

throughout Bernalillo County and the state in 2016.

Submitted by James Aranda, Bernalillo County PLACE MATTERS Coordinator
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